
It's August already! Lots of weather changes. but it's not
over. The Olympics provide a lot of fun, sportsmanship,
hospitality and drama! But Russia as a country is not
invited - only individual athletes (as far as I have
learned.) 

In our tradition, we celebrate the Feasts of the
Transfiguration (in a vision of the Godliness of Jesus),
the Assumption of Mary, the Mother of Jesus, taken into
heaven, and the martyrdom of John the Baptist, an
older cousin of Jesus, to name a few of the feast days.

 

chosen by our creator, to be the Mother of our
redeemer, Savior!

This leads us to pause, meditate, and contemplate the
loving plan of our Creator to come as our Savior to free
us all from our sinfulness. We humbly respond with
gratitude. Thank you, dear God, for Your choice to
become one of us (without sin) to offer Your precious
life and enable us to join You, with Mary and all the
saints in heaven!

With love and daily prayer,
Fr. Stan

August 2024  tcpm.prayers@gmail.com
twincitiesprisonministry.org

From Father Stan Sledz...

The Assumption of Mary is
described in the Book of Revelation
12. This was a loving act of God,
(therefore "assumed") as a human
being, to physically be with the
other saints, and therefore
especially honored for her ministry, 
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Below are the prayer requests from insiders. Let us pray for...

Countries like Denmark, Germany, Norway,
and Sweden view prison as an opportunity
to promote rehabilitation and a successful
return to the community. The goal is not to
inflict further punishment but rather to
create a supportive environment that
mirrors life outside prison as much as
possible. This is accomplished through
intensive rehabilitative services, a well-
trained correctional workforce, and more
humane prison conditions.

Following the example of their
Scandinavian counterparts, corrections
leaders in at least a dozen U.S. states have
implemented programs that incorporate
aspects of Norway’s and Sweden’s
correctional policies.

BUT DID YOU KNOW...?



LITERACY
STATISTICS

U.S. PRISON

An estimated 70% of prison inmates cannot read
above 4th-grade level (ages 9-10.)
68% of male prison inmates do not have a high
school diploma.
85% of all children who interact with the juvenile
justice system are defined as low-literate
Interaction with the juvenile justice system
increases the likelihood of a child going to prison
later in life. It also reduces the probability of high
school graduation.
High school dropouts are 5x more likely to go to
prison than high school graduates.
Two-thirds of students who cannot read to grade
level by the end of grade 4 will end up on welfare
or in prison.
The likelihood of being arrested in their lifetime is
3.5 times higher for high school dropouts
compared to high school graduates.
High school dropouts have a 63% higher chance of
being incarcerated than individuals with four-year
college degrees.

LITERACY

AND REOFFENDING
Prisoners who receive education to become
literate in prison return to prison 50% less often
than those who do not receive this education. 
Only 6% of inmates are currently receiving literacy
education in prison.
Literacy education in prison costs the taxpayer
approximately $25,000 per inmate per year.
For juvenile offenders, the cost is $50,000 per
inmate per year.

TO THE INCARCERATED
The TCPM holiday card ministry sends messages of God’s hope and love to incarcerated brothers and sisters for
Christmas and Easter. This can be a wonderful group project for a Bible study or Confirmation class. Email
tcpm.bridget@gmail.com for information or to participate. You will receive guidelines, an inmate’s name and address,
and a card and envelope. While you will not receive a response from the inmate, you can be assured that your card will
be delivered and your message of God’s love and hope is received.

Send an email to Bridget now to ensure you have the information you need to be ready for Christmas. Even though it’s
only August, the holidays will be here before you know it!

On the First Friday of each month, CMN invites you to a
virtual prayer vigil, a sacred space to lament upcoming
executions and bear witness to the sanctity of all human
life. Join us to stand in solidarity with people facing
execution, their victims, and all who are impacted by the
unjust system of capital punishment.

First Friday Prayer Vigils are offered in both English and
Spanish, and include time for guided prayer, petitions,
Scripture reflections, and contemplative silence. Catholic
bishops, ministry leaders, and allies from the abolition
movement often lend their voices to these gatherings.

GET MONTHLY VIGIL INVITES

https://catholicsmobilizing.org/our-work/death-penalty/prayer-vigils/?emci=a3ab1db7-b74d-ef11-86c3-6045bdd9e096&emdi=01802b41-bb4d-ef11-86c3-6045bdd9e096&ceid=3714594
https://catholicsmobilizing.org/our-work/death-penalty/prayer-vigils/?emci=a3ab1db7-b74d-ef11-86c3-6045bdd9e096&emdi=01802b41-bb4d-ef11-86c3-6045bdd9e096&ceid=3714594

